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News
Principal’s Welcome

Aiming High, Working Hard, Having Fun Together

Dear parents and carers,

A warm welcome back to all our families! Who would have 
thought this time last year we were about to embark on one 
of the strangest years ever? We are so happy to have all 
of the children back in the building and are looking forward 
to carrying on with the wonderful work they have done in 
lockdown. Thank you to all parents and carers for their support 
during these difficult times.

A few reminders/messages:

For some, the buying of school uniform and shoes has been 
a costly waste. Although we do want to encourage children 
to wear the correct uniform there will be some flexibility and 
understanding in the short term.

Covid is still out there! Please look out for the typical 
symptoms and keep your child at home if they have a new 
continuous cough, high temperature or loss of taste/smell. 
They will need to also take a test so we can determine if 
a bubble needs to close. They must also isolate if another 
member of the household shows symptoms.

Due to lockdown we will be moving our parents 
evening to after Easter to give teachers more time 
face to face with the children.

Before we know it Easter will be upon us. We would 
like to do our annual Easter Egg competition this 
year but instead of sending the eggs into school to 
be judged we will be asking the children to take a 
photo on their iPads. More information will follow.

Finally, we have been so excited with the iPad rollout in 
school. During lockdown the Oasis Horizons Project enabled 
us to give out a brand new iPad to all children in Y3, 4 and 5 
and also some children in Y6. This week will see the rest of 
the children from Y1 upwards receive their iPads. How lucky 
are we? I can’t wait to see the creative teaching and learning 
that will take place using these devices.

Best wishes,
Fiona Lomas
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Foundation
S tageOur topic is: Dinosaurs

We hope you have had a lovely half term holiday!

In literacy, we will begin with some mini beast story books, such as 
‘What the ladybird heard’ and ‘The hungry Caterpillar’, then finish with 
a walk down the aisle with ‘Scarecrow’s Wedding’ by Julia Donaldson! 
This will help our children to reflect on weddings from different cultures 
and their own experiences. 

In maths, during the first few weeks we will be working on numbers 
within 10 in Nursery and numbers within 20 for Reception.

Every half term we follow a specific topic, this half term we will our 
history topic ‘Dinosaurs’.

As part of this we will be looking at:
•  Explore dinosaurs by share what we already know and asking 

questions.
•  Placing dinosaurs on a timeline using language of past and present.
•  Describing the environment in which dinosaurs lived.  
•  Comparing similarities and differences between dinosaurs and 

discuss their favourite. 
•  Using evidence of different dinosaurs to observe, describe, 

draw and make models.

This term in science, EYFS are learning all about Mini beasts and 
Lifecycles. We will be finding out what mini beasts are and where 
they live. We will also be going on a mini beast hunt to compare their 
habitats. We will be looking at the story ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird’ 
and sorting some of the mini beasts and animals we meet on his 
journey. Finally we will be learning all about the lifecycle of butterflies, 
frogs and hens and watching some real life footage of the process.

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be looking at special places 
and reflecting on why they are special in RE. We will compare the 
similarities and differences between a Mosque and a Church. If you 
and your child have pictures of any places that you consider to be 
special to you then we would love to hear about it through dojo.
During our music lessons, we will continue to sing nursery rhymes and 
action songs, such as: Old Macdonald, Baa Baa Black Sheep, The 
Wheels on the Bus and The Hokey Cokey.

Once we all return to school, we will continue to send ‘Home Learning’ 
grid every month, which will have activities for you to complete with 
your child. 

Thank you for your support 
Miss Rathore 
Early Years Lead



This term, Year 1 will be going back in time to look 
closely at transport methods and comparing them 
to today. We will understand how transport has 
developed over the years and make comparisons. 
We will discuss the reasons why there were changes 
and what that means for us today. Our key person is 
George Stephenson – the children will research right 
back into 1814 where the first ever ‘locomotive’ train 
was built.

In English, we will be looking closely at The Jolly 
Postman by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. We will look at 
where post might go in the world and take this as our 
inspiration. We will use our FANTASTICS and sentence 
types to write a narrative based on travel. We will be 
putting high priority on phonics this half term to make 
sure we are developing early reading skills ready to 
convert into spelling. There are lots of fun games online 
that children can play to apply their phonics knowledge.

In Maths, we will be doing measurement: length and 
height and measurement: weight and volume. We will 
be doing lots of practical maths to give children the key 
learning that they need. Please make sure that children 
are working on Sumdog at home to practise key skills. 

In Science, we will finish our unit on the Animals 
Kingdom then we will look at what animals eat. We 
will research different animals and write about them 
presenting the information about what they eat and 
where they live. 

This half term is particularly important for covering the 
curriculum and making progress, so please make sure 
attendance is the best it can be, so everyone can have 
the same learning experiences in school. Please be 
reading at home daily and accessing the online games 
we have available.

Mrs Thornton
Ms Doherty
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This half term, Year 2 will be going back to a time where life was 
very different for people. We will be looking at the struggles some 
groups of people faced and how individuals became significant 
by overcoming challenges and changing perceptions. The two 
individuals we will be closely studying are: Rosa Parks and 
Emily Davison. We will look into their achievements and how they’ve 
impacted us today. 

In English, we will be looking at Emmanuel’s Dream. It is a true story 
about a man born in Ghana with only one strong leg. Rather than giving 
up, he fought for his chance in life and became a famous para-Olympian. 
He is known all around the world for his courage and perseverance in the 
face of adversity. We will be taking the key theme
of an inspirational central character and making our own narrative based 
on this. 

In Maths, we will be finishing our unit on Properties of Shapes and then 
moving onto fractions. Please make sure you are playing on TTrockstars 
regularly, so that you are fluent in multiplication and division as dividing is a 
key skill in finding fractions of numbers. 

In Science, we will be learning about different habitats and how they change 
over time. We will be delving deeper into microhabitats and what living things 
can be found there. We will look in detail at sea shores and woodlands. Finally, 
we will go looking at the pond and learn about food chains.

This half term is particularly important for covering the curriculum and making 
progress, so please make sure attendance is the best it can be, so everyone can 
have the same learning experiences in school. Please be reading at home daily, 
playing on TTrockstars, Sumdog and Spelling Shed. 

Miss Carlisle
Miss Thomas
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YEAR 3
In our writing lessons, year 3 will join Stanley Lambchop on his 
adventure in Ancient Egypt to solve the Great Egyptian Grave 
Robbery. Stanley is as flat as a pancake and can fit through 
places nobody else can. What will we discover as we journey 
with him?

In history, we will be learning about the civilisation of ancient 
Egyptians and discuss about the importance of the river Nile in 
detail. The children will have the opportunity to learn about the 
pyramid Giza and why a sphynx is guarding the pyramid. 

In Maths, we will be learning about fractions and applying 
our sound understanding to reasoning and problem solving 
questions. As fractions rely heavily on times tables, please 
continue to support us on our TT Rockstars quest. By the end 
of year 3, all pupils should have achieved the Silver award for 
times tables.

In science, we will learn about different types of rocks 
(igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary) and how they are 
formed. During this term they will also learn about fossilisation 
and how a fossil is formed.

As always, year 3 will take part in their PE lessons on Tuesday 
(indoor) and Wednesday (outdoor). Please ensure that your 
children have their full PE kit on these days, so they can 
participate fully in the lesson. 

We will continue to develop our reading fluency using 
Accelerated Reader, so please help your child’s reading by 
listening to them read and talking about their books.

Times Tables Rockstars, Spelling Shed and Sumdog online 
homework are set weekly, we appreciate your continued 
support with this.

If you have any queries, big or small, please speak to one 
of the year three teachers.

Thank you for all your support. 
Miss Stone & Mr Rahman 
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We will be continuing with Accelerated reader every morning. Please 
ensure that a grown up at home is reading with your child as often as 
possible. 

Spellings will be put on Spellingshed every week, and children are 
expected to practise these daily ahead of a test. Each child has an 
individual login. If there are any issues with accessing Spellingshed 
please let one of us know.

PE will take place every Friday (outdoor). It is important that 
everyone has their full PE kit on these days, including trainers for 
outdoor PE and pumps for indoor.

Please also ensure your child is coming to school wearing the 
appropriate uniform and footwear.
 
Many thanks for your continues support,
Mr Ahmed and Miss Burns

This half term we will become historians and study the impact 
of the industrial revolution had on Ashton. We will be exploring 
the reasons why the industrial revolution happened; identify 
the impact of new inventions; understand the life of children; 
describe the sources of power and how local and national 
transport links developed. 

In English, we will be following the adventures of Oliver Twist in 
Victorian England. We will also look at the author, Charles Dickens, 
and other books set in the same time period to gather ideas and 
write our own mini-adventure for Oliver to experience. 

In maths, we will be working on fractions and decimals. This year, the 
children in Year 4 will be doing the Year 4 national multiplication test. 
Therefore, it is very important that everyone is practicing their times 
tables knowledge using TT Rockstars every day so that they may 
achieve the Gold award for timetable challenge and do well in the 
test. The children will be given a set number of games to complete 
each week. If you have any difficulties logging on, or accessing TT 
Rockstars at home, please speak to one of us, and we can arrange 
for pupils to attend clubs. Everyone is also expected to use Sumdog 
to practise learning in maths as part of their homework. 

In Science, we will be looking at Animals including humans. We will 
learn about digestion and different types of teeth, before moving on 
to explore deadly predators and their prey, in their exploration of food 
chains. We will work scientifically through the topic, using enquiry, 
practical experiments and hands- on research to answer questions 
and investigate how we eat, why we eat and what we eat.
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Year5
I was just a normal kid, going to school, playing basketball, 
skateboarding. The usual. Until I accidentally vaporized my 
maths teacher. That’s when things really started going wrong. 
Now I spend my time fighting with swords, battling monsters 
with my friends and generally trying to stay alive.
This half-term the children will be using the book ‘Percy 
Jackson and The Lightning Thief’ to discover his super powers 
and write our very own stories including a super power. 

In theme, we will be studying Ancient Greece. The children will 
look at what life was like during Ancient Greece. They will learn 
battle just like the battle between Sparta and Athens, they will 
vote and think about how democracy in Ancient Greece has 
impacted our lives today, they will become Olympic athletes and 
even inventors just like the Ancient Greeks and finally they will 
find out all about Alexander the Great and why he was just so 
incredibly great! 

In science we will be looking at ‘THE CIRCLE OF LIFE’ – no 
not The Lion King (well, sort of!) The life cycles of plants 
and animals! We will look at how pollination happens, how 
sexual and asexual reproduction of plants takes place and 
that differences and similarities in life cycles. We will also be 
completing a variety of exciting practical science investigations 
– get ready to be scientists!

In maths we will be learning about fractions, decimals and 
percentages and applying our knowledge in different contexts. 

The children must continue to complete their home reading and 
practise on TT rockstars/spelling shed/Sumdog a minimum of 
weekly. The children now have full access to all apps on their 
iPads to enrich their learning.

Miss Davies and Mr Hoban

We will be studying the Ancient Greeks



Year 6Listen up muggles! We’re going to take a magical journey in to the world of Harry Potter 
and discover all the magic and mystery. Could you create your own fantastic beast? Can 
you design your own spells and make your own potions? We’re going to jump head first 
in to the ministry of magic and create some spell binding writing this half term. We’ll 
use extracts of several of the books as well as clips from the films to help inspire our 
writing. 

This half term we will be learning about ‘The Maya’ we will be journeying back to this ancient 
civilisation thinking about what life was like then, their inventions, their religious beliefs and of 
course their lasting legacy. We will be exploring the world to see where their civilisation lived 
and spot some similarities to have we live today. 

How does the human body work? How many star jumps can you do in a minute? How 
does that affect your heart rate? How do your heart and lungs work? Well, we’ll be 
finding out in our ‘animals including humans’ science unit. Get ready to be amazed, 
shocked and disgusted when we make our own blood, understand how the lungs work 
and make a model of a human heart. 

In maths we will be learning about perimeter, area and volume, ratio and statistics. 
The children will be solving problems and reasoning to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding of mathematical concepts. 

Please ensure your child is completing TT rockstars, sumdog and spelling shed 
every week at home as well as home reading each evening – the most exciting 
news is that the children will have their very own iPad to use for this when they 
return to school. How exciting! 

We cannot wait to welcome you all back to school, we have missed you 
so much and we’re so excited to learn together again! 

Thanks 
Miss Taylor and Mrs Javed 

We will be learning about the Maya

Spells an
d potions

Harry Potter books

Fantastic beasts


