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News
Principal’s Welcome

Aiming High, Working Hard, Having Fun Together

Welcome back to our first newsletter of the new academic year.  
A big welcome to our new Nursery and Reception parents and new 
children who have joined us since the beginning of September. 
I would like to welcome a number of new staff members. In year 
2 Miss Carlisle has joined us as a new teacher and Miss Carr is a 
student teacher working alongside Miss Thomas in the other year 2 
class.  We also have various new support staff who are in place to 
support the children.  A big welcome to them all.

We would also like to send our congratulations to Miss Wright and 
to Miss Shepley, and their families, after the birth of their daughters 
during the summer holidays.

As you have limited contact with the staff in your child’s class please 
can I remind you to use Class Dojo as a way of communicating with 
their teacher.  This will mean they will get the message directly and 
they will be able to respond to you as soon as they have a moment to 
do so.

All letters and information will be emailed out and/or accessed through 
My Child At School.  Please ensure you sign up for the app if you 
haven’t already done so.

Thank you to everyone that has helped to make the return to school 
as smooth as possible.  There have been so many changes, and we 
are still tweaking things as we go along, but the staff, children and you 
have adapted brilliantly. 

Thank you!  Please can I remind everyone to ensure you are 
socially distancing in and around school in order to keep 
everyone safe.

Best wishes,
Fiona Lomas

Please social distance
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Foundation
StageOur topic is 'All about Me'

A very warm welcome to all of our Foundation Stage children 
and their parents or carers. We hope you have had a lovely 
Summer and are ready for this year’s learning adventure!

We are confident that your child is going to enjoy their new school 
year and become a happy, confident and independent learner. 
Please encourage your child to gain more independence by 
encouraging them to use the toilet and dress themselves every 
morning. It is important that we work both at school and at home to 
ensure that the children develop these skills independently. 

The children’s class teachers are Miss Rathore and Mrs Mouter, 
assisted by Miss Shevlin, Miss Bottomley, Mrs Hayward and Miss 
Beer. 

Please ensure that you clearly label your child’s clothes, spare 
clothes, lunch box and school book bag with their name and class. 
The children will no longer require water bottles or snack, as school 
are providing this for Early Years. It is imperative that children do not 
bring extra things as we are trying to reduce high touch items. 

Every half term we follow a specific topic, this half term our 
topic is ‘All about Me - The areas we are covering:

• Me and my family
• Our school community
• Our local community
• People who help us in the community

We would appreciate any pictures of your family for the children to 
talk about and permission for us to use a copy on our display board. 

We will also be giving a ‘Home Learning’ grid every month and 
adding these activities to Dojo. Once your child has completed the 
activities we will award Dojo points for every activity completed. 
If you have not connected to Dojo then please speak to the class 
teacher so that we can provide you with a QR code.

The children will be bringing home a reading book home 
once every week, which we would like them to share 
with you three times, to earn a star. Please sign each 
time you have read the book. These lovely books 
will stimulate your child’s language development and 
encourage them to focus for short periods of time.

Finally, we are here to help, so if you have any 
queries please make sure you speak to a member of 
staff, preferably at the end of the school day.

Thank you for your support
Miss Rathore - Early Years Lead
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This half term we will 

be learning about our 

local environmentYear  1
What a fantastic topic we have planned for year 1 this half 
term! We will be learning all about your local area and 
exploring Ashton. We will learn about why people came to 
Ashton and what it is famous for, as well as carrying out 
some fieldwork in our school grounds. 

We will be learning about everyday materials in Science and 
towards the end of the half term the children will be going on 
an Autumn walk as part of their seasonal changes unit of work.

In literacy we will be reading a well-known traditional tale. We 
will be writing our own story and working hard to remember 
basic skills such as full stops, capital letters and finger spaces. 
Following that, we will write a non-chronological report 
incorporating our science knowledge.

In maths we will be working with numbers to 10 and then 20. 
We will learn the value of a number and how to represent it 
practically and pictorially. Later in the term, we will then move 
on to addition and subtraction. 

Reading books will be going home soon. In the meantime, 
please encourage them to read books at home and ask them 
questions about it. When books do go home, it is essential that 
the books are brought back into school every day to allow the 
teachers to listen to your child read and to change their book. 
Children may also be given some phonics sounds to practice 
at home. If you could take the time to practice these with your 
child, it will improve their reading.

Children will be given their own login for ‘Sumdog’ and 
‘Spelling Shed’ This login will allow them to practice maths 
and spellings at home on a regular basis. If you do not have 
access to the internet, please let their teacher know. 

All children need a PE kit which should consist of a white top, 
black shorts/joggers and black pumps. These will be kept at 
school on their peg and will be sent home at the end of every 
half term for washing. Year 1 will have PE on a Tuesday 
afternoon. 

We are looking forward to an amazing year!

Mrs Dickson and Mrs Thornton

Ashton



We have an inspiring first term planned in Year 2 as we will 
be comparing and contrasting Ashton-Under-Lyne in Ashton 
to Beira in Mozambique. Did you know that there is an Oasis 
Academy in Mozambique? We will be comparing their physical 
and human features, their day to day life and their school to 
ours. We will be contacting the Principle of their school and 
receiving real pictures and videos from the people at OAM.

In English, we will be reading a captivating story about a little 
meerkat who wants an adventure. We will be writing our own 
adventure story about an African animal. Following that, we will be 
writing a non-chronological report on a different African animal.

In Maths we will be working with numbers to 100. We will learn the 
value of a number depending on its position and how to represent 
them practically and pictorially. Later in the term, we will then move 
on to addition and subtraction. 

Your child has chosen their own reading books which will be read 
both in school and at home. Please encourage them to read their 
book at home every day and ask them questions about it; you can 
also write comments in their reading journal about how well they 
have read. When they have read 3 times and have a comment, they 
will receive a gold star. We will change their books every Friday so 
that the books coming back can be quarantined over the weekend.

At the front of your child’s reading journal you will find a username 
and password for Timetable Rockstars, Sumdog and Spelling Shed. 
This login will allow them to practise their calculations and spellings 
at home on a regular basis. If you do not have access to the internet, 
please let their teacher know. We can always print off activities 
which are linked to what we are learning in class. 

All children need a PE kit which should consist of a white top, black 
shorts/joggers and black pumps. These will be kept at school on 
their peg and will be sent home at the end of every half term for 
washing. Year 2 will have PE on a Friday afternoon. 

We are looking forward to an amazing year!

Miss Thomas, Miss Carr and Miss Carlisle.
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YEAR 3
In science, we will learn about animals and their skeletons

Year 3 will be become super-sleuths in English this 
half-term: we will join Ted and Kat on their quest 
by following clues left across London to find their 
cousin Salim, who has disappeared while riding the 
London Eye. 

We will become geographers this half term and will 
learn all about our county: Greater Manchester. We will 
be learning about the towns and cities within Greater 
Manchester, studying their topographical features and 
comparing the towns.

In Maths, we will be learning about place value, addition 
and subtraction and applying our sound understanding to 
reasoning and problem-solving questions. By the end of 
year 3, all pupils should have achieved the Silver award 
for times tables, so please continue to support us on our 
TT Rockstars quest.

In science, we will learn about animals and their 
skeletons. We will investigate what animals eat, the 
different food groups and why we need to eat different 
types of food. After this, we will use out ICT skills to 
research animal homes and present our findings

Year 3 will take part in their PE lessons on Thursday 
(outdoor). Please ensure that your children have their full 
PE kit on these days, so they can participate fully in the 
lesson. 

We will continue to develop our reading fluency using 
Accelerated Reader, so please help your child’s reading 
by listening to them read and talking about their books.

Times Tables Rockstars, Spelling Shed and Sumdog 
online homework are set weekly, we appreciate your 
continued support with this.

If you have any queries, big or small, please contact the 
office and leave a message to speak to one of the year 
three teachers.

Thank you for all
your support. 

Miss Stone
& Mr Rahman

See what I've been eating!



What an unusual start to the year. Despite the global 
pandemic, all the pupils have returned to school and have 
settled in so well. We are extremely proud of the way all our 
pupils have shown great patience and character to make a 
success of the difficult times. 

This half term we will become geographers by comparing our 
home town of Ashton to its twin town: Chaumont in France. 
Through the topic, we will be using our map-reading skills and 
fieldwork to observe, record and represent the human and 
geographical features of Ashton and Chaumont.

In English, we will be looking at Hiccup’s journey to become a 
Viking hero. We will develop our knowledge of grammar, punctuation 
and spelling through using different sentence types as well as 
exploring difference lenses we can write through.

In maths, we will be working on securing our knowledge of place value 
before moving on to addition and subtraction. This year, the children in 
Year 4 will be doing the Year 4 national multiplication test. Therefore, it 
is very important that everyone is practicing their times tables knowledge 
using TT Rockstars every day so that they may achieve the Gold award 
for timetable challenge and do well in the test. The children will be given a 
set number of games to complete each week. If you have any difficulties 
logging on, or accessing TT Rockstars at home, please speak to one of 
us, and we can arrange for pupils to attend clubs.

In Science, our topic is sound. We will learn how sound is created and 
can be manipulated; how we hear and make musical instruments. 
We will work scientifically through the topic, using enquiry, practical 
experiments and hands-on research to answer questions and 
investigate how we eat, why we eat and what we eat.

We will be continuing with Accelerated reader every morning. Please 
ensure that a grown up at home is reading with your child as often 
as possible. Spellings will be put on Spellingshed every week, and 
children are expected to practise these daily ahead of a test. Each 
child has an individual login. If there are any issues with accessing 
Spellingshed please let one of us know.

PE will take place every Friday (outdoor). It is important that 
everyone has their full PE kit on these days, including trainers for 
outdoor PE.

Please also ensure your child is coming to school wearing the 
appropriate uniform, footwear and brings a bottle of water.
 
Many thanks for your continues support,
Mr Ahmed and Miss Burns

Year  4
In English, we will be looking at Hiccup’s journey...



Welcome back year 5! 

We have some wonderful learning planned for you this half 
term, so buckle up, get your exploring hats on and get ready 
to become South American rainforest experts! 

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as the 
mysteries of the Amazon jungle pass by below him. He has 
always dreamed of becoming an explorer, of making history and 
of reading his name amongst the lists of great discoveries. If only 
he could land and look about him.

As the plane crashes into the canopy, Fred is suddenly left without 
a choice. He and the three other children may be alive, but the 
jungle is a vast, untamed place. With no hope of rescue, the 
chance of getting home feels impossibly small.

Except, it seems, someone has been there before them …
We shall be studying the award-winning author Katherine 
Rundell’s book, ‘Explorer’, inspired by her expedition to the 
Amazon and Eva Ibbotson’s beloved ‘Journey to the River Sea’. 
A modern classic of adventure, survival and friendship. 

In theme we will be comparing where we live to the South 
American Rainforests. The children will identify forest areas 
of the UK and the Amazon Rainforest, describe the key 
aspects of a tropical climate, identify the features of the layers 
of the rainforest, describe the plants and animals living in the 
rainforest and explain the effects humans are having on the 
rainforest.

In science we will be studying materials and their properties. 
The children will look at a variety of materials and identify their 
properties through a variety of investigations. 

In maths we will be learning about place value 
and addition and subtraction of 4-digit numbers. 

The children must complete their home reading and the spellings 
they are sent home with. Additionally, we would like them to 
practise on TT rockstars a minimum of 30 minutes weekly. 

PE takes place every Tuesday afternoon. All children in year 5 
must come in to school wearing their kit.

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 students in year 5 
will not be swimming for the time being. 

Miss Davies and Mr Hoban
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Year 6
Oh my goodness, we are so excited to welcome you back year 
6! We have missed you so much and we are ready to work super 
hard with you this year. 

‘You can’t blend in when you were born to stand out.’ 
We will discover the wonder of RJ Palacio’s best-selling novel, 
follow all the twists and turns of August Pullman starting school 
and explore the meaning of ‘normal’. Year six will complete their 
own suspenseful narratives and become masters of persuasion as 
we explore this fantastic story together. 

In maths this half term, we’ll be consolidating our knowledge of 
place value whilst exploring number and the four operations in 
much more depth. By the end of this half term we will yet again 
become maths whizzes and be multiplying, dividing, adding and 
subtracting any number you can think of! 

In science we will be looking at the life work of Charles Darwin 
and his theories on evolution and inheritance – we will discover 
what he found out and explore our own theories for the 
future. Each half term we will also be carrying out fieldwork 
around the school grounds, exploring the plant and 
animal population and using different methods to collect 
information. 

Our geography topic this half term is ‘The Americas’ we will 
be learning about various places in both continents from 
Peru to Alaska and Canada to Argentina. We will explore 
climate zones and biomes, use ‘The Koppen System’ 
and find the longitude and latitude of different places. We 
will identify human and physical features of some places 
in North America and compare them to the human and 
physical features in our local area. 

As always, we ask that the children take home their 
reading book and read every evening then return this book 
back to school the next day. We also ask that the children 
complete TT rockstars, sumdog and spelling shed at least 
once a week as their homework. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact us via the class dojo app. 

Thank you for your support, 
Miss Taylor and Mrs Javed 
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