
 

Year 2 Whole School Theme  Our Planet  Class Topic  Discovering our planet 
Rationale: Why are we 
teaching this topic to the 
children at Broadoak? What is 
our Intent?  

Building on the knowledge that the children have gained in year one about their local area and hot and cold places on our planet. The 
children should be ready to learn more about our neighbouring countries, surrounding seas and the continents that make up our amazing 
planet. The children should be inspired to explore, and being to gain aspirations about getting to know their planet a little more. They will 
learn similarities and differences about where they live and the wonders of the whole wide world.  

Implementation: How will we 
teach this topic to the children 
at Broadoak?  

Inspire and motivate the children using the virtual reality sets, take the children on an adventure across different continents in the world. 
Introduce the children to David Attenborough and challenge them to make their own voice overs to demonstrate newly acquired 
knowledge of the world around us.  

Vocabulary Existing Vocabulary:  
Human, physical, near, far, left, right, equator, United 
Kingdom, country, similarities, differences, environment,  

New Vocabulary:  
Surrounding, North, South, East, West, compass, route, continents, symbols, key, 
capital city 
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, valley 
key human features, including: city, town, village, port, harbour and shop 

National Curriculum 

Objectives  

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
Name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans. 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this 
key stage. 
Use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 

I Can Statements I can describe the key features of a place from 
a picture. 

I can name the world oceans and locate them 
on a map. 

I can find where I live on a map of the United 
Kingdom. 

I can name the continents of the world and 
locate them on a map. 

I can name the capital cities of England, 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

I can describe some of the features of an island. 

Cross Curricular links 

including vocabulary  

Science  History  Art & DT  

   

Field Work and 

Educational Visits  

 

 


