
Friday 3rd July 2020.

LO: To explain the movement of the Moon.

Success Criteria

• I can explain that the Moon orbits the Earth not the Sun.

• I can explain how the Moon moves relative to the Earth.

• I can explain how the Earth and Moon move relative to the Sun



Key vocabulary

• Rotate

• Moon

• Axis

• Earth

• Orbit

• Night

• Day

• Heat

• Sun

• Light

• Reflect



Think task.

What is the human life cycle? 

We know the Earth orbits the Sun.

Are there any objects that orbit the Earth?

Does The Earth move in any other type of way?



Earth’s moon is not a planet but is a satellite
which orbits Earth. It is around a quarter of the 
size of Earth, with a diameter of 3,476km.

What Is the Moon?

The Moon has a thick outer layer of hard rock 
and is covered in regolith, Moon soil. 

Scientists aren’t sure exactly how the Moon was

formed, although the main theory is that around

4.5 billion years ago, a body the size of Mars 

crashed in to Earth. The debris from this crash is 

believed to have formed the Moon.

satellite – A body in 

space that orbits a 

planet.



Moon Movement

How does the moon 

move? 
Does it rotate? 

Why is the moon only 

lit from one side?



The Moon orbits the Earth once 
every 27.3 days.

The Moon orbits the Earth in 
an oval-shaped path called an 
ellipse. Because of this shape, 
the Moon is sometimes nearer
and sometimes further away 
from Earth. The range of 
distance is from 364,397 km 
to 406,731 km.

The Movement of the Moon - Orbit



It takes 28 days for the Moon to rotate 

once.

Because the Moon spins and orbits at 

the same rate of time, it appears to be 

still from Earth. Scientists call this 

‘synchronous rotation’. The word 

‘synchronise’ means that things happen 

at the same time.

The Movement of the Moon - Rotation

Just like the Earth, the Moon rotates 

on its axis. This rotation is anticlockwise, 

just like the Earth’s.



Today we have learned

• To explain that the Moon orbits the Earth not the Sun.

• To explain how the Moon moves relative to the Earth.

• To explain how the Earth and Moon move relative to the Sun

Task.

Task 1: Make the Sun, Earth and Moon orbit model using the Movement 

of the Moon Model Activity Sheet.

Task 2: Write a short explanation text describing your understanding of 

the movement of the moon. 


