
Reading: Novel Study  

“Reading … feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure of wonder and joy for curious young minds.”  

National Curriculum (2013) 

At Oasis Academy Broadoak, children will be provided with the opportunity to read, listen and respond to a wide 

range of high quality literature. We will ensure that children read for meaning in a language-rich environment, whilst 

developing a genuine love for reading.   

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 Lost and 
Found 
 

 

Somebody 
swallowed 
Stanley 

 
 

The most 
Magnificent 
Thing 

 

We’re going 
on a bear 
hunt 

 

(TBC) 
 
 

Picture Book 
(TBC) 

Year 2 Grandad’s 
Island 
 

 
 

The Building 
Boy 
 

 

Vlad and the 
Great Fire of 
London 

 

Meerkat mail 
 
 

 

Bob and the 
Moontree 
Mystery 

 

Picture Book 
(TBC) 

Year 3 
 

 

The Wind in 
the willows 

 

Iron Man  
 

 

Stone Age 
Boy 
 

 
 

The London 
Eye Mystery  
 

 

Flat Stanley – 
The Egyptian 
Grave Robbery 
 

 

Picture Book 
(TBC) 

Year 4 Flood Pied Piper 
 

 

Romans on 
the Rampage 
 

 
 

How to train 
your dragon 
 

 

Oliver Twist 
 

 

The Water 
Tower 
 

 

Year 5 Escape from 
Pompeii 
 

 

Stig of the 
Dump 
 

 
 

Beowulf The Explorer  
 
 

 

TBC Freefall  
 
 

 

Year 6 King of the 
Cloud Forests 

 

Clockwork  
 

 

 

Viking Boy  
 
 

 

Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 
stone 

 
 

Extracts, 
books and 
videos  

The Arrival  

 



In Year 1, children use the carousel model using additional adults to support learning. A typical week would look like 

the following: 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Children have the 
opportunity to pre-
read the text which 
will be covered in 
the Guided Reading 
workshop with the 
teacher. 
 
This is where they 
de bug the book for 
key vocabulary and 
word meaning. 
 
They generate 
questions they have 
ready to be 
answered in the 
subsequent lesson. 
 

Children read a book 
according to their 
book level. They 
correlate to the 
phonemes being 
taught in phonics. 
 
Children will begin 
to  develop the 
same reading 
strategies to 
comprehend the 
text as Year 2-Year 6 
(Read below) 

The following lesson 
assesses children’s 
understanding. 
 
Children are 
explicitly taught how 
to answer a range of 
questions types.  
 
Their understanding 
may be evidenced in 
other formats, such 
as: 
 

 Role play 

 Story map  

 Character 
study 

Using the text and 
other resources, 
children engage in 
phonics games to 
embed the learning. 

It is important for us 
to develop 
children’s love for 
reading early in their 
Broadoak education, 
so they have a 
‘Reading for 
pleasure’ workshop. 
 
Examples of this 
may be: 
 

 Story stones 

 Story sacks 

 Puppets 

 Spelling 
shed 

 

Reading at OAB 

Reading is an integral skill that underpins all areas of the curriculum. Children need to recognise the importance of 

reading for meaning as it is central to wider learning and life opportunities. Our approach incorporates principles 

from the Herts for Learning Project, the Education Endowment Foundation and the Inference Training by Leicester 

Council. We intend that out children become active and fluent readers who can comprehend and infer at a deeper 

level.  Our approach is enhanced by the mantra, “Read aloud, think aloud”.  

                                                                              

 

To us at OAB, Reading means: 

1. Word reading (Decoding, phonics, etymology, syntax, morphology) 

2. Reading fluency (Automaticity, phrases, punctuation) 

3. Making meanings (Detecting errors, repeat, self-correct) 

4. Language, reading comprehension and enjoyment (Understanding the whole text)     

 

 

The teaching sequence  

Guided Reading lessons are delivered in two parts, twice a week. Children will have the opportunity to study a range 

of fiction and non-fiction texts which link to their learning or current affairs where appropriate.  

The session’s outline is as follows:  

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=cp2nCHAl&id=6299EFF10FD881B30B2CA1A1C533562822404FE3&thid=OIP.cp2nCHAlqI7ZETiotjuA8QEyDL&mediaurl=https://schoolsweek.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/EEF-logo.png&exph=419&expw=630&q=EEF&simid=608037505978271724&selectedIndex=1&adlt=strict


Session one 

The aim of this session is to teach children fluency strategies which enable them to make sense of the text. There is a 

mixture of teacher modelling, echo reading, paired reading and independent reading throughout.  

Whilst children are reading, they should be “thinking aloud”. This will be evidenced in the form of text marking for 

intonation and annotations using the following strategies: 

 

1. Use background knowledge 

2. Generate their own questions which leads into making predictions 

3. Visualise when necessary 

4. Identify important words/phrases/concepts … and elaborate on them 

5. Check things make sense by clarifying  

6. Stop if they don’t understand and use repair strategies 

7. Make connections and integrate meaning 

8. Think like a detective … use inference 

9. Summarise and synthesise  

 

When children habitually use these strategies, they will become active and effective readers.  

Session two  

The aim of this session is to teach children how to utilise the strategies above to answer comprehension and 

inference questions linked to the same text. The objective of the session will be linked to a content domain and will 

be explicitly modelled through an “I do, we do, you do” sequence.  

Children will then proceed to answer questions independently which are presented in a range of formats to prepare 

children for a testing situation.  

Evaluations of their answers will be made with an explanation of why it is or isn’t successful.  

 

Reading: Home Reading 

“As a child grows up, being able to read will not only enable them to discover new facts and learn new facts and to 

learn at school, but also opens them up to a world of new ideas, stories and opportunities.” – Literacy Trust, 2015 

 

At Oasis Academy Broadoak, the expectation is that children will read every night at home and have their individual 

reading record signed by an adult. A discussion with parents will be had if records aren’t signed regularly.  

Early Years 

Children in the Early Years have an option of a variety of books that can be read to the child at home by the parents. 

We believe it is crucial for children to be read high quality fiction and non-fiction books as it widens their vocabulary 

and enhances their cultural knowledge.  

Year 1 

Children in Year 1 are given a book which is directly in line with their phonics ability. They will correlate to the 

phonemes being covered in lessons and literature explored in Guided Reading lessons.  

Year 2-Year 6 

Children in Year 2 – Year 6 have more autonomy over choosing their book to read at home which is linked to 

Accelerated Reader ZPD ranges.  We encourage children to choose books which ignite their curiosity. Because we 



expose them to a wide range of genres and text types, they will be able to discuss what they have read and provide 

opinions on their preferences.  

 

Reading: Accelerated Reader  

All children will complete a Star Reader test at the beginning of the year and at the end of each term. This will assess 

their comprehension and vocabulary skills and provide children with a ZPD range which correlates to 

their book to take home. This range will increase on each test showing progress.  

After children have read their book, they can quiz. The pass level is between 80-100% as this will show 

a secure level of understanding. A weekly analysis is carried out of quiz scores and support is provided 

for those struggling.  

100% passes should be recognised and children will receive a gold star. When children have received a certain 

number of Gold Stars, they receive a reading badge as a reward which is celebrated in Friday assembly.  

 

 Star Reader: 10 stars 

  Bronze: 25 stars 

 Silver: 50 stars 

 Gold: 100 stars 

 Ruby: 150 stars 

 Emerald: 200 stars 

  Sapphire: 250 stars  

 

 

Accelerated Reader also tracks the number of words read in order to complete quizzes. It has been found that 

parents from professional families speak 32 million more words to their children than those unemployed. Children 

need around 50,000 word vocabulary is needed to be successful at GCSE. Because a large percentage of our children 

have a vocabulary deficit on entry, it is imperative we encourage a wide exposure to language in context.  

Therefore, we have developed a Millionaire’s Club where the children receive a certificate for every 100,000 words 

they read and then are awarded a book when they reach 1,000,000 words within the year.  

During Accelerated Reader every morning, fluency notes are made to track children’s progress. We use objectives 

from the National Curriculum and Pixl to inform our comments, so that they can be used to inform future teaching. 
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Reading: Interventions 

At OAB, we recognise that some children will need opportunities to accelerate their progress in order to close the 

gap between them and their peers. In order to do that, we have some recognised, targeted and well-researched 

interventions. There are: 

1. Fisher Family Trust 

2. Direct Phonics  

3. Lexia  

4. Inference Training  

 

As well as this, we provide additional pre teaches and post teaches to scaffold children’s learning. We expect 

targeted children to attend additional after school sessions such as, phonics club.  

Every week, we challenge a target group of children in a “Greater depth reading group” to extend their 

comprehension and inference skills. Texts are purposefully chosen to stretch children’s thinking. For example, there 

may be more unfamiliar vocabulary, or more complex themes/plots.  

 


