
              Phonics at Oasis Academy Broadoak 

Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching where words are broken up into the 

smallest units of sound (phonemes). Children learn to make connections between the 

letters of written texts (graphemes, or letter symbols) and the sounds of spoken 

language. Synthetic phonics also teaches children how to identify all the phonemes 

in a word and match them to a letter in order to be able to spell correctly. 

Secure knowledge of phonics gives the foundations for future reading. Phonics and 

Early reading are a priority in the Early Years of our academy and it is a 

fundamental part of the school day.  

 

Planning and Teaching of phonics  

At OAB, all children in EYFS and Y1 are taught a daily phonics lesson of around 20 

minutes. They also have opportunities for children to apply their phonics skills and 

knowledge throughout the day across the curriculum. OAB have worked hard to 

establish a learning environment that promotes independent application of phonic 

skills. 

We follow the Letters and Sounds document to teach our daily lessons, all staff have 

regular CPD in the delivery of teaching synthetic phonics and the academy is well 

resourced, ensuring all lessons are engaging and active.  

Letters and Sounds is organised into 5 phases.  

Phase one has an emphasis on speaking and listening, its seven aspects focus on 
songs, rhymes, body percussion and sounds in the environment. Phase one is primarily 
taught in nursery, but is revisited and reviewed in reception, and when needed, Y1.  
 
Phases two to six of Letters and Sounds are designed as a robust programme of high 
quality phonic work to be taught systematically. Phonics is taught as the prime 
approach to teaching children how to read and spell words.  
 
Where children find blending new sounds more challenging, we have a ‘bug club’ 
phonics library that are organised in phases and sets as suggested in Letters and 
Sounds. These books can be used as well as narrative and non-fiction texts in guided 
reading sessions.  
 

                                   
 
Examples across the phases of the bug club phonics library  

 



Each phonics session (from phase 2 onwards) is taught through a daily teaching 
sequence. We refer to this as the four-part lesson.  
 
 

Introduction 
Objectives and criteria for success 

 

Revisit and Review 

 

Teach 

 

Practise 

 

Apply 

Assess learning against criteria  

 
We have a bank of engaging PPTs to robustly teach the new skills in phonics. All staff 
have access to these that follow the Letters and Sounds structure.  
 

                                
Revisit and review example from phase 4                                              Teach example from phase 4  

 
 

                           
 Practise example from phase 2                                                           Apply example from phase 5  

 
 



Assessment  
 
The children are formatively assessed on a daily basis during their phonics session; 
children who need further support with a particular sound will receive a catch up 
session in the afternoon. 
 
Children are tracked each half term on school tracker to ensure they are acquiring the 
phonics skills that they require to reach their age related expectations. We use ‘Phonics 
Tracker’ in school to easily identify the children’s progress. 
 
In the summer term in year 1, all children complete a phonics check where they read a 
mixture of 40 real and pseudo words that demonstrate their success in completing the 
letters and sounds programme and being able to strategically read unknown words.  
 
Phonics across the curriculum.  
 
Phonics is weaved through all areas of the curriculum where phonics strategies are 
used to read and spell. Children are encouraged to use phonetically plausible words in 
all writing and know how to phoneme frames to support this.  
 
Phonics is displayed in all classrooms and used as a reference to what the children 
have learned recently. Displays are labelled with words that match phonics ability as 
well as vocabulary that is more ambitious.  
 
Sound buttons and phoneme frames are used and displayed.  
 
Children’s letter formation and spellings are celebrated in the environment.  
 
Supporting phonics at home  
 
Children bring home a reading book each day. The book is at a level that they should 
find easy. Children will automatically apply their phonics skills when reading the book.  
All children in reception and year 1 will have ‘tricky word fans’ that they should practise 
daily, the word fans will match the phonics phase that they are reading in school.  
 
All children in reception have word strips that they can read daily to practise how to 
blend. They word strips are based on the phase and the letter set that the children have 
already learned in school.  
 
There is also ‘Phonics Guidance for Parents & Carers’ that has been created by the 
subject lead. This has a list of websites that parents & carers can use for help at home. 
This can be found on the website and on class dojo.  
 

 


