Year
3
Key learning

The Stone Age
to the Iron Age

Place key events in
chronological order.

Key dates
3000 BC
The village of Skara Brae is
built in Orkney. The people
who live there are beginning
to farm their own food
and build homes instead
of travelling from place to
place.
2500 BC
‘Bell Beaker’ culture arrives
in Britain. These people are
named for their distinctive
decorative pottery.
2100 BC
Bronze begins to be used
in Britain to make weapons
and tools.
1800 BC
The first large copper mines
are dug.
800 BC
Iron begins to be used
in Britain to make tools
and weapons, instead of
bronze.

Heritage of our count
ry

Understand the challenges
of survival for early man.

Explain the importance of
tools and how they changed
during the Stone Age.

Understand what was found
at Skara Brae and why it
was important.

Discuss Stonehenge and
show understanding of
the surrounding historical
debate regarding its purpose

Understand what copper
mining meant to people of
the Bronze Age.

Important Historical Knowledge
Stone Age Life
The Stone Age is named after the stone
tools that the earliest humans used to help
them survive.
They used them to kill animals, such as
mammoths, for their meat, bone marrow
and skins.
The bones were also useful for making tools,
such as needles to sew skins together.
The hunter gatherers of this period lived in
caves and simple huts.
Animals such as the woolly mammoth lived
in this period – they are now extinct.

Bronze Age Life

People lived in round houses which were
made from stone walls and thatched roofs.
More settlements began to form.
Bronze, copper and tin were discovered and
were used to make new tools.
Inventions such as a plough and the wheel
were revolutionary for farming.

Skara Bra
e

Iron Age Life
Iron replaced Bronze as it was both
stronger, and easier to produce. Iron at this
time was seen as more precious than gold!
Agriculture, art and religion became more
sophisticated and writing systems began to
emerge.

An Iron age village that was
a larger and more settled
community.

Explain how homes
changed from the Stone
Age to the Iron Age.

Historical Vocabulary
Iron - A metal that is stronger and
harder than bronze.
Bronze - A metal alloy made from a
mixture of copper and tin. It is a much
harder and more long-lasting material
than stone or copper alone.
Alloy - A metal made by combining two
or more metals to improve its properties.
Tribe - A group of people, often related
through family, culture and language,
usually with one leader.
Nomad - A person that travels from
place to place to find fresh pasture for
its animals and has no permanent home.
Hunter gatherer - People who live
chiefly by hunting and fishing, and
harvesting wild food.
Artefact - An object made by a human
being, typically one of cultural or
historical interest.

Stone Henge
Stonehenge is a famous
prehistoric monument.

Skara Brae in Orkney was
discovered in 1850. It is one
of the best preserved stone
age villages.

illage
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Settlement - A place, typically one
which has previously been uninhabited,
where people establish a community.
Civilization - When a society or
place reaches an advanced stage of
social and cultural development and
organization.

