
Identify when in history 
the Great Fire of 
London took place.

Identify where the 
Great Fire of London 
took place and where it 
spread.

Explain the events 
of the Great Fire of 
London.

Discuss the reliability of 
photos and stories.

Explain why the fire 
spread so quickly.

Compare and explain 
the changes made 
from London 1666 to 
London 2020.

Sunday 
2nd September 
1666: 
The Great Fire of 
London breaks out. 

Monday 
3rd September 
1666: 
Fire spreads rapidly. 
Some fire breaking 
begins.

Tuesday 
4th September 
1666: 
Fire continues to 
spread. 

Wednesday 
5th September 
1666: 
Planned fire breaking 
demolishes more 
buildings.

Thursday 
6th September  
1666: 
The Great Fire of 
London officially 
ends. 

Key learning

Key:

Map

   The Great 
Fire of London
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Heritage of our country

On the 2nd of September 1666, a huge fire 
broke out in the capital city, London.  

Thomas Farynor was the owner of a bakery 
on Pudding Lane.

The fire started in the tiny bakery on 
Pudding Lane and burned down over 
13,000 houses and 87 churches. 

The fire lasted for 3-5 days, and citizens of 
London  struggled to stop it. 

The houses were made from wood  and 
were very close together. 

We know lots about these events from 
Samuel Pepys’ diary. 

After the fire, houses were rebuilt with 
brick to prevent a similar catastrophe from 
happening again.

Important Historical Knowledge

Key dates

Map: Where the fire spread in London.

Plague – An infectious disease

Drought – A prolonged shortage of water

Extinguish – Put out a fire
 
Wattle-and-daub – A material used to 
build houses

Thatched rooves – A material like straw 
to build rooves 

Thames – The river in London

St Pauls cathedral – A place of worship 
in London

King Charles ll – The King at the time 
of 1666

Fire breaking – Demolishing buildings to 
create a gap

Artefact –  An object made by a human 
being

Century – A period of one hundred years

King – A male ruler of a country 

Past – Gone by in time / something that 
no longer exists 

Evidence – Facts or information to prove 
something is true 

Historical Vocabulary

Manchester

London

Photo: London in 1666

Aerial photo: London – NOW  


