The Journey of a River

Year
3
Key learning

Understand the journey of a
river and describe it using key
geographical knowledge.

Our Planet

Research a local river and
conduct a River Study.

Map

Name and locate rivers
around the world.

Knowledge
Key Geographical

ile
River N
This is a map of the River Tame that runs
through Ashton Under Lyne.

Angel Falls

Angel Falls, Venezuela – the
world’s highest waterfall at a
staggering 979m tall!

The Nile River is widely accepted as the
world’s longest river. Found in north Africa,
it flows through 11 different countries and
stretches a whopping 6,695km – that’s as
long as 65,000 football pitches!

Amazon
River

Most scientists agree
that the Amazon
River comes in
a close second,
winding a huge
6,840km through
the mountains and
rainforests of South
America!

Understand what happens
to a river during different
seasons.

Describe how waterfalls are
formed. Name and locate
waterfalls around the world.

Research land use patterns
along a river and describe
their impact on polluting the
rivers.

Geographical Vocabulary

River: a body of water that flows toward the
sea.

Flood Plain: the area onto which a river
floods, usually in the lower course.

Main channel: the main river which flows
and drains the surrounding area.

Erosion: the break-up of material from the
river bed or the river banks.

River catchment: all the rivers, streams and
lakes within one area which drain through the
same river mouth into the sea.

Transportation: the movement of materials,
such as pebbles or silt downstream.

Source: where a river starts in higher ground,
usually a spring, although some rivers flow
from lakes or reservoirs.
River mouth: the end of a river where it
meets the coast and drains into the sea, or
sometimes a lake.
Tributary: a smaller river, or stream, which
flows into a larger river.
Confluence: where a tributary meets another
river.
Meander: a natural bend in the river.

Deposition: when a river stops transporting
materials and the materials are ‘dropped’
either in the river bed, at the inside of a bend,
on the riverbank or flood plain during a flood,
or in a delta at its mouth.
Delta: an area of new land formed at the
mouth of a river when material (sometimes
called sediment) is deposited. Deltas are
usually found when a river flows into the sea
or an ocean, and can also be found when a
river flows into a lake or reservoir.
Estuary: a coastal body of water, into which
rivers or streams flow which is influenced by
both fresh water from the rivers and saline
water from the open sea.

